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Lady Caroline had given of Edward's enslavement to
parental orders. She tossed her' pretty head, and
told herself that she was not the girl to be fooled by a
mother's darling, however pleasant his love-making
and however rich his mother. To Edward she
declared angrily that Mrs. Bulwer-Lytton had no real
affeftion for him or care for his happiness, but thought
only of her own dignity. The words went home.
He flamed out at his mother, who remorselessly set
forth the several and unanswerable objedtions to Miss
Wheeler as a future wife. He was in despair, Rosina,
appealed to for comfort, wrote coldly and correftly.
By Oftober 20 the engagement was at an end.

But the poison injefted into Rosina's mind by Lady
Caroline was not yet worked out. Bulwer, it is clear
enough, had made up his mind that the affair was over.
He wrote in so many words to Mrs. Cunningham on
October 25 that he was about to enter a new life
and take up politics, that " my fate has been nearly
altered entirely and for ever, but the die has been ca&
differently and I am Still unchanged." But Rosina ?
Was she content to see her golden opportunity
go by, merely because the gilding was perforce
delayed ?

The weeks which followed the breaking of the
engagement were spent in shrewd and calculating
thought. She shrank from returning to her former
solitude amid the racket and forced gaiety of endless
London parties. She had imagined herself married
and secure. Was she now to confess her failure by
reappearing in her old haunts as the same penniless
Miss Wheeler, whose mother lived with atheifts in
Paris and whose only correspondent was an Irish lady
nearly twice her age ? There was no one to advise her.
Sir John Doyle could hardly be consulted; Mary-
Greene was far away and had, from an obscure uneasi-
ness on Rosina's part, been kept only vaguely informed